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 The 2017 season of the Iklaina Archaeological Project was conducted from June 5th to 

July 2nd 2017.  The project is conducted under the auspices of the Archaeological Society at 

Athens and organized by the University of Missouri-St. Louis. This season’s work was funded 

by the Hellenic Government-Karakas Family Foundation Professorship of the University of 

Missouri-St. Louis and the Institute for Aegean Prehistory. The excavation team consisted of: 

site supervisor and archaeologist Panagiotis Mihalopoulos; trench supervising archaeologists: 

Demetrios Brellas, Stavroula Drakopoulou, and Thomas Ray; site architect Mike Nelson and 

topographer Matt Stirn; ceramic experts: Cynthia Shelmerdine, Joann Guilizio, and Patrick 

Thomas; archaeobotanists: Susan Allen and China Shelton; zooarchaeologists Deborah Ruscillo 

and Rebecca Sgouros; fresco expert Harikleia Brekoulaki; conservator Stephania Veldemiri; 

illustrator Yiannis Nakas; and photographer George Vdokakis. The excavation team also 

included 14 students from the University of Missouri-St. Louis and other US universities.  The 

objective of this season’s work was the preparation of the publication of the Cyclopean Terrace 

Complex, for which we conducted both  study of finds and a stratigraphic excavation.  

The study of the finds took place at the excavation lab in Pylos and included washing, 

mending, recording, and analyzing ceramics from the Cyclopean Terrace Complex. Non-ceramic 

finds were also studied, as well as the botanical and faunal remains. In total, 340 context lots of 

finds were studied from the Terrace Complex and 114 from the area north of the Cyclopean 

Terrace.  The results of the stratigraphic excavation are reported below. 

Northern portion of wall CT-036 

 Work on the northern stretch of wall CT-036 focused on squares N13a10γ5-γ6-δ5-δ6-

ε5. The main objectives of excavation in this area (Plan 1; Figure 1) were to understand the 

construction and phasing of this wall as well as to connect it to other potential architectural 

features indicated previously by the geophysical survey. Upon further cleaning, the maximum 

length of the wall reached 14 m., while its maximum width and height was measured at 1.68 m.  

and 1.58 m. respectively. Its construction consisted of 8-10 courses of stone of various 
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dimensions (largest stones: 0.90x0.70m; smallest stones: 0.20x0.10 m.). The lowest course, 

which was made of larger stones, appears to be the foundation, as between this and the second 

lowest course we found a thin deposit containing LH IIIA2-IIIB pottery. Along the eastern edge 

of the wall there is no proper façade. It is possible that wall CT-036 served as retaining wall. 

At the northern end of CT-036 and to the east, excavations revealed a rectangular space 

defined by walls CT-049, CT-050, and CT-055 (Plan 1; Figure 1; Figure 2). Wall CT-049 

extends east to west from CT-036. Its length and width were recorded 7.80-7.90 m. and 1.00-

1.10 m. respectively. The wall is carefully constructed in three rows. Several large (0.80x0.70m) 

and medium sized (0.30x0.20m) stones are used in its construction with smaller stones used as 

supports. Many of these stones are slab-shaped, and the largest  were placed on the inner side. 

Also of note is the presence of a large (0.90x0.40x0.19 m.) rectangular block near the eastern end 

of the inner wall.  

Wall CT-050 also runs in an east-west direction, parallel to CT-049. The morphology 

of its construction has not yet been completely revealed, however, it appears to be a wall of large 

dimensions and corresponding masonry to that of CT-049. It has a length of 8.50 m., a width of 

1.60 m. and its preserved height ranges from 0.13 m. to 0.35 m. Along its western end four 

courses are present, but fewer courses are visible in the east part of the wall.  It is constructed 

with stones of various dimensions, including large (1.0x0.6 m.), medium-sized (0.3x0.2 m.), and 

small (0.10x0.15 m.). The eastern and central portions are made mostly of smaller roughly 

shaped stones, placed in a disorderly manner, which do not appear to form clear rows. The 

western portion of this wall along the joint with CT-036 is carefully built, with large slab-shaped 

stones. 

Wall CT-055 has a north-south orientation. The southern end of this wall appears to be 

overlying and resting on the northern side of wall CT-049, and therefore appears to postdate that 

wall. It measures 4.50 m. in length and approximately 1.0 m. in width. Its height is preserved in 

only one course which consists of 2-3 rows of large (0.60x0.30 m.) and medium-sized 

(0.30x0.20 m.) irregularly shaped stones among which smaller stones have been inserted as fill. 

 All four walls (CT-036, CT-049, CT-050 and CT-055) are made of limestone stones, the largest 

of which were carved. Of particular note is that even in cases where these limestone chunks were 

not carved, stones were deliberately chosen and carefully placed in a targeted manner to achieve 

the optimal static and aesthetic effect.  All three walls associated with CT-036 rest directly above 
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the same artificial layer of soil with small pebbles (referred to by locals as “skarmigia”), on 

which a portion of the cyclopean terrace is also built. It is possible that these walls define a room 

or that they represent the foundations of a building. They enclose an area of roughly 18 m2. Finds 

within this area are scarce, but consist of LH IIIA2-IIIB ceramics, fragments of mud brick, and 

both white and painted pieces of wall plaster. A layer of fallen stones to the west of wall CT-036 

appears to be collapse from the upper courses of this this wall.  

 

 

Plan 1: Top view of the architectural remains at the northern end of wall Ct-036. Plan by Michael 

Nelson 
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Eastern end of Road  

 In the area of the paved road (Plan 2; Figure 3; Figure 4), excavations continued with the 

dual purpose of investigating the eastern continuation of the road itself as well as the further 

exploration of the two large ashlar blocks which were revealed in this area in 2016.  The eastern 

block is rectangular, with a length of 0.97 m, a width of 0.42 m, and a height of .315 m. The 

western block, is more square-shaped, with a length of 0.60 m, a width of 0.55 m., and a height 

of 0.28 m. The upper surfaces of both blocks are at the same elevation, supporting the conclusion 

that they are both part of the same building program. The space between these blocks spans 2.60 

m. and the central portion is covered in a thick (0.4 m) plaster floor covering an area of 

1.77x1.47 m. Additionally this floor also covers part of the built drain designated drain M (Plan 

2; Figure 3; Figure 4). 

Directly in front (south) of these blocks the paved road appears to come to a stop and split 

into two directions: towards the south/southeast it appears to abruptly end in an open space, 

while towards the north, in front of the ashlar blocks, it seems to end just where the plaster floor 

begins. There are some gaps in its construction which may represent subsequent investigations or 

repairs subsequent to its construction, in which it may have been disturbed in the past. It is also 

note-worthy that in the western end of the road some displaced protruding stones are present and 

it is likely that it may have been disturbed or repaired in this area as well. The total length of the 

revealed portion of this road reaches 17 m., while its width is between 1.45 and 1.50 m.   The 

alignment and symmetry of these blocks, the plaster flooring between them, as well as the fact 

that the road stops in front of them, strongly supports the interpretation of this area as a gateway. 

The area to the south of this gateway includes paved streets and monumental buildings, while the 

area to the north of the gateway is open to houses and workshops. This is significant as it shows 

that this gateway defines the transition from the more official part of this settlement to an area 

characterized by craft activities and industry. 

These two blocks also seemed to have served as anta for two walls. The western block 

functioned as an anta for wall N-104, which has an east-west orientation and a length of 7.45 m. 

Wall N-104 consists of two to three courses which are made up of large ( 0.30x0.20 m.) to  

medium sized (0.25x0.10 m.) stones, among which small stones (0.10x0.10 to 0.15x0.10 m.) 

have been used as fill. The total width of the wall reaches 0.50-0.55 m. and its surviving height is 
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0.40 m. The function and use of this wall as well as the building to which it belongs will be 

determined in a future excavation period. 

The eastern block seems to have functioned as an anta for wall  CT-051 of Building R to 

the east. Building R is a large building uncovered in squares N13a10κ5-ι6-κ6-ι7-κ7-ι8-κ8-ι9-κ9 

and N13b10α8-α7-β7-β8. Building R is defined in the east by wall CT-052, in the north by wall 

CT-054 and the south by wall CT-051. Three stones extending from CT-051 to the north may 

belong to a wall that extends the building further to the east (their direction is indicated using 

broken lines in Figure 2). 

Wall CT-052 has a north-south orientation. Its length is 5.93 m., while its maximum width 

is 0.55 m. Its construction is made up of large (0.30x0.20 m.) and medium-sized (0.20x0.15 m.) 

stones with a thin intermediate row of smaller stones (.10x.10 m) serving as filler. Its height 

survives in three courses and measures 0.20-0.25 m. This wall forms a corner with wall CT-054. 

CT-054 is slightly angled but oriented East to West and has a maximum preserved length of 3.70 

m. It is 0.70-0.77 m. wide and consists of three stone courses at a preserved height of 0.54 m. 

Another wall, CT-051 is quite long (10.70 m.) and runs parallel to wall CT-054. As previously 

mentioned, it is likely that wall CT-051 is supported by the eastern ashlar block, thus extending 

its measured length to 11.10 m. In the east it ends on another large square block of 0.90x0.60 m. 

in dimension, which also seems to have served as a support. Wall CT-051 is constructed in at 

least four courses with a height of 0.50 to 0.60 m. Wall CT-051 is wider at its base (0.75 m.) as 

the lower two courses protrude outward to the north in the lower levels, presumably to provide 

more support and stability to the building in this area. The uppermost two courses consist of two 

rows of larger stones (0.25x0.20 m), among which smaller stones (0.15x0.10 m) are used as 

fillers.  At a distance of 2 meters from the east portion of this wall, three stones extending 

northward were identified as a possible partition of building R. 

 Within Building R wall CT-053 was discovered. This wall seems to be almost parallel to 

CT-052, but its foundation is deeper than the surrounding walls and seems to belong to an older 

building phase predating Building R. It survives at a measured length of 3.42 m, while its width 

varies from 0.52 to 0.56 m. It consists of two rows of medium sized stones (0.20x0.15 m.) with 

smaller stones used as intermediate filler. It consists of two to three courses of construction and 

is height survives at 0.23 m.  Given the targeted nature of this season’s work, Building R was not 

fully revealed and understood. Its use will be investigated during a future excavation period. 
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Two drains were uncovered north of the gateway area (Figure 3, Figure 4). Drain M was 

found east of wall N-104 and west of wall CT-052. This drain has a north-northeast orientation 

and a maximum length of 13 m. It is constructed of a series of large stones (0.55-0.70x0.25 m.) 

laid out in 1-2 courses, whose maximum height did not exceed 0.20 m. In terms of its 

construction, the external lining and covering of the drain is made mostly of limestone and 

conglomerate. 

To the northeast of Building X (N13a10ι6, locus 21) we uncovered an extensive sloping 

plaster floor (Figure 5) with dimensions 2.51x1.65 m. Embedded in the deepest point of the floor 

was found a semi-rounded open vessel with a rim diameter of approximately 0.40 m. This find 

came to light within the last two days of excavation and it was thus not possible to complete 

expose it. It is possible, however, that it is reflects storage practices.  It can be dated within LH 

IIIA2-IIIB.  

 

Conclusions 

The findings of this season’s work are still being analyzed, but there are two important 

conclusions that can be drawn at this stage.  The first is that we were able to confirm the 

presence of a Gateway that marks the transition from the residential and industrial quarters to the 

area with the formal and monumental buildings.  The second is that the presence of Building Ω 

suggests that the area to the north of the Cyclopean Terrace was not devoid of structures, but that 

a number of other buildings existed on the east side of the massive wall CT-036.   
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Plan 2: Top view plan of Buildings X, R, and gateway area. Plan by Michael Nelson 
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FIGURES 

 

Figure 1: Aerial photograph of the excavation from the West indicating the northern end of wall 

CT-036 (1) and the eastern end of the road area (2). 



9 
 

 

Figure 2: Aerial photograph of space delineated by architecture along the northern end of wall 

CT-036. 
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Figure 3: Aerial photograph of Buildings X and R at the eastern end of the road 
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Figure 4: Aerial view from the north of the gateway area indicating the ashlar blocks of 

gateway, Building R, Building X and drains M and N. 
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Figure 5: Sloping plaster floor Northeast of Building X 
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