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The seventh season of the Iklaina Archaeological Project took place in June and July 

2013.  The season was funded by the Hellenic Government-Karakas Foundation Chair in 

Greek Studies at the University of Missouri-St. Louis, the Institute for Aegean Prehistory, 

and the National Science Foundation.  The research team consisted of Jennifer Glaubius 

and Rebecca Worsham (trench supervisors), Michael Nelson (architect), Deborah Ruscillo 

and Demerits Brellas (faunal/ marine remains analysts),  China Shelton and Susan Allen 

(palaeobotanists), Stefania Veldemiri (conservator),  Cynthia Shelmerdine, Joann Gulizio, 

and Patrick Thomas (ceramics experts), Haricleia Brekoulaki (fresco specialist), Yiannis 

Nakas (archaeological illustrator), and Giorgos Vdokakis (photographer).   In the project 

participated seven students from the Univ. of Missouri-St. Louis and other universities. 

This year we focused on preparing the publication of the Cyclopean Terrace Complex.  

This will be the second volume in the Iklaina series, to be published by the Athens 

Archaeological Society as Iklaina II: The Cyclopean Terrace Complex.   The work consisted of 

study of the finds in the lab and limited-scale excavation at the site. 

In the lab we completed the analysis of over 13,000 sherds, of which 2723 will be 

included in the catalogue; these come from 193 loci excavated in 2009-2011 and weighed 

over 400 kgs. In addition, we studied about 100 small finds and conserved and studied 467 

fresco fragments, completed the analysis of the faunal/marine remains, and the bulk of the 

botanical remains.   The study of the finds will be completed in summer 2014 with the 

remaining pottery and botanical remains.    

We would like to express our gratitude to INSTAP: it is thanks to its grant that we were 

able to acquire and install storage shelves for the crates with the finds, a vital piece of lab 

infrastructure which made it possible for us to create a safe workplace and to carry out our 

work in an efficient manner (photo below).  
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As part of the preparation for publication, in addition to the study of the finds in the lab 

we conducted limited-scale excavation at the site, in order to clarify stratigraphic problems 

relating to the architectural phasing of the Complex.  Specifically, we opened two small 

trenches in front of the south and north facades of the Cyclopean Terrace (fig. 1), in order to 

finalize the stratigraphic sequence and date of construction of the Terrace.   

Trench 1 was opened along the south face of the Cyclopean Terrace, in the long corridor 

that stretches between the terrace and the long wall CT-001.  This trench revealed that the 

south face  of the Terrace was built with three courses of Cyclopean Stones (fig. 2).  Trench 

2  continued the trench we had opened in 2011  in front of the nw. corner of the Terrace.  

This trench reached the bedrock revealing the entire north face of the Terrace (fig. 3, fig. 4).  

At that point,  the total height of the Terrace, from the lowest foundation course to the top 

course of the  floor, turned out to be 6.25 m (fig. 5).  The two- or three-storey building 

would have stood on top of the highest course of blocks (reconstruction in figure 6).  The 

foundation consists of three courses, the lowest of which rests on the bedrock (interestingly  

the surface of the bedrock is heavily burned, perhaps as a result of the burning of a pre-

existing wood structure).  At a height of 1 m from the bedrock there is a large rectangular 

block of sandy stone, with a thickness of 0.40 m and minimum length of 3.80 m (fig. 7).  The 

top surface of this block is flat  and it appears that it was used as the floor of the exterior 

area in front of the terrace.  The visible part of the Cyclopean Terrace in the Mycenaean 

period would have been 5.30 m high and consisted of eight  courses of Cyclopean blocks  

(five of these are preserved in situ; the blocks of the top three courses had fallen and were 

found tumbled in front of the Terrace).  It should be noted that the block of the lowest 

course of the foundation, as well as that at the level of the floor have been broken by the 

massive weight of the upperstructure, so the photograph and the drawing give the 

impression that these courses consist of smaller stones, whereas in reality they consist of 

one large Cyclopean block each; cracks and breaks are noted in many of the lower courses.  

The external face of the Terrace was covered with a thick layer of white plaster decorated 

with red lines, parts of which are still preserved in situ.  In what the chronology of the 

Terrace is concerned, the study of the ceramic finds suggests clearly a LHIIIA2/IIIB date. 

In addition to these two trenches, we also cleaned the walls of Rooms T1-T3 and opened 

soundings under their foundations (fig. 6, left); these revealed that the Cyclopean Terrace 

and its Complex  were partially built on top of an earlier building complex, that dates to 

LH IIA/IIB.   

The monumentality of the Cyclopean Terrace, in combination with its now confirmed 

late (post-annexation) date to LH IIIA2/IIIB,  begs the question of the nature of the 

relationship of Iklaina to the Palace of Nestor.  Since we know  that Iklaina was a second-

order capital, the  large and formal architectural projects that seem to chracterize the site in 

this period (Cyclopean Terrace Complex, Building X, ceremonial (?) road, figs. 8 and 9) 

require explanation.   Why would the ruler of the Englianos allowed the construction of 

such a formal and monumental complex in one of his  subject cities?  Was the Cyclopean 

Terrace Complex the seat of the ko-re-te of Iklaina, in which case the investment in labor 

and expense for the contruction of monumental buildings could be explained in terms of 

the Palaces' investment in securing its authority.  These wider issues will be dealt with 

during the final study in summer and Fall 2014. 
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Figure 2 
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Figure 3 
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Figure 4 

 
 

 
Figure 5 

 

 
Figure 6 
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Figure 7 

 

 

 
Figure 8 
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Figure 9 

 

 

 

 

  




