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Michael B. Cosmopoulos 

The third excavation season of the Iklaina project took place for six weeks from May 29 to July 8, 2009.   
The project is conducted under the auspices of the Athens Archaeological Society and funded by the 
Hellenic Government-Karakas Foundation Chair in Greek Studies of the University of Missouri-St. Louis, 
the Institute for Aegean Prehistory, the National Endowment for the Humanities, and the Loeb Classical 
Library Foundation.   The research team is composed of  Ansley Beard, Demetris Brellas, Stavroula 
Drakopoulou, Barbara Eleutheriou, Jennifer Glaubius, Joanna Potenza,  Meredith Reifschneider, Alissa 
Stoimenoff, and  Rebecca Worsham (trench supervisors); Chris Mundigler (topography, GIS),  Steven 
Clarke and  Michael Nelson (architects), Deborah Ruscillo (faunal/marine remain analysis), Maria Liston 
(physical anthropology),  Susan Allen (palaeobotany), Cynthia Shelmerdine, Joann Gulizio and Mary Jane 
Cuyler (ceramics analysis),  Kevin Pluta (IT/Database management), Yuki Furuya (artist), and Vasilis 
Galanakos (conservator).  In the excavation participated 65 students of the University of Missouri-St. Louis 
and other US and Canadian institutions.  

In total we opened thirty  5 x 5 m trenches, which bring the total surface exposed to a little over 1000 sq. m 
(FIGURE 1, Figure 2). The main objectives of this excavation season were: a) to investigate further the 
architectural units discovered in 2008; and b) to investigate the mound that dominates the site.    

 

 

Figure 1: Aerial view of the excavated area from the southeast 
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Figure 2: State Plan of the site (pink: final MH; green: early Mycenaean;brown: late Mycenaean) 
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THE SETTLEMENT 

In 2008 we had identified four building units (Α, Β, Γ, and Δ).  In 2009 we continued the excavation of Units 
Β, Γ, and Δ.   

UNIT B 

Unit B is a long rectangular building defined by walls η, θ, ι and oriented northwest-southeast ( 
FIGURE 4).  In 2009 we followed  wall ι towards the southeast in trenches N13a9θ10 and  N13a10θ1, 
exposing it to a length of 13 m (FIGURE 3); because the wall continues into the unexcavated area, we did not 
uncover its entire length.  The pottery associated with the foundations of the wall is LH II/IIIA, suggesting 
that Unit B was built for the first time in the early Mycenaean period.  Attached to the east side of wall ι is a 
thin and shallow wall, dubbed wall ι΄ (marked with an arrow in FIGURE 3), which appears to have been built 
to repair or support wall ι.   

In the interior of Unit B there is a number of walls that define parts of two rooms.  Room B1 is defined by 
walls B1α and B1β.  The second  room  (B2) is defined by walls B2α and Β2β, to the NW. of room B1.  The 
area bordered by these two walls contained a thick layer  of mudbrick and mortar that actually seems to 
continue the burned matrix mentioned above.   

The relationship of rooms B1 and B2 to Unit B is not clear; the foundations of the walls of these two rooms 
are  at slightly lower elevations than walls η, θ, and ι, which may suggest that these rooms predate Unit B.  In 
that case, they may have been remnants of earlier structures that went out of use when Unit B was built.  The 
matter will be cleared up with the continuation of the excavation inside Unit B.     

 
Figure 3: Wall ι from the south-southwest 

 

 
Figure 4: Aerial view of Rooms B1 and B2 
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Figure 8: The burned area in the west end of room Γ4 from the west 

In the second phase (marked in grey in Figure 5) the hearth, column bases, and floor go out of use and room 
Γ1 is subdivided into three rooms by the shallow walls θ and ι; these two walls are made of only two courses 
of stones not surpassing a total height of 0.30 m and are built on top of the floor of the room and the two 
western column bases.  Also during this phase a new set of rooms is built and attached to the south part of 
the building: these are the small rectangular rooms Γ5-Γ7 (Figure 7) and room Γ4, the west end of which 
may have been  destroyed by the construction of Drain III and then by fire, as extensive evidence of burning, 
including burned tumbled stones and burned soil, indicate (FIGURE 8); alternatively, this may have been a 
space open to the west.  In the interior of these rooms were found two floors overlaying each other, both 
made of pebbles and packed earth; on these two floors, as well as in a soft red clay layer  covering the higher 
floor,  were found  large quantities of LH IIIA2/IIIB pottery, including a large number of kylikes and deep 
bowls (Figure 10), as well as fragments from pithoi and coarse storage jars, a fragment from a rhyton, 
fragments from animal and human figurines (FIGURE 22e, f, g), all mixed with animal bones  and fragments 
of white plaster; a large platter was found in situ in the layer of soft red clay on top of the floor of room Γ7 
(Figure 9).  To the second phase belong also walls δ and ε, which seem to define a room (Γ8) to the north of 
the core rooms Γ1-Γ3.  This room extends into the unexcavated area to the east, but near the east end of wall 
ε we found LH IIIA2 pottery with  fragments of human figurines (FIGURE 22c, d). 

 
Figure 9: Platter resting on layer of red soft clay 

 

Figure 10: Late Mycenaean pottery from Unit Γ 
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UNIT Δ AND ADJACENT AREA 

 
Figure 11: View of Unit Δ from the south 

Room Δ2 and the west part of room Δ1 in square N13a9η7  had been excavated in 2008.  This year we 
expanded the excavation area to the east in square N13a9θ7, where one more room of this Unit was found.  
The room (Δ3) is defined by walls α, β, and δ.   The southwest corner of this room, where walls β and δ 
would have met, has been destroyed (there is a large number of tumbled stones in  this spot, some of which  
probably belonged to these two walls).  Wall β, from its junction with wall α to where it breaks near wall δ,  
has been heavily burned, as has been the soil around it.   No floor was found in room Δ3, but the entire space 
between walls α and δ was filled with broken pottery, including a large pithos fragment.  The area to the east 
of wall δ contained large amounts of broken sherds mixed up with fragments of white plaster and fragments 
of two human figurines (Figure 22c, d), but again no floor was found and it is unclear whether this area 
represents another room.  At a distance of 2.40 m to the east of wall δ were found two bowls, a jar,and a cup, 
all upside down, together with a biconical clay spindle whorl (Figure 12; Figure 22m).  The pottery from the 
entire area, both east and west of wall δ is mostly LH IIIA1/IIIA2, with  few pieces that could be dated as 
late as LH IIIB.  The area to the north of Unit Δ is covered with a layer of rubble and large amounts of 
broken pottery, mostly kylikes, bowls, cups, and jars, dating to LH IIIA2/IIIB period (Figure 13); in the same 
area was found a large piece from the rim of a terracotta bathtub (Figure 14).  

 
Figure 12: Pottery from room Δ3 

 

 
Figure 13: Heaps of broken pottery and rubble to the north of Unit Δ 
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Figure 14: Fragment of a bathtub from the area to the north of Unit Δ 

UNIT Ε 

Unit E (Figure 15) is located to the east of Unit B, in square N13a10ι1.   Only part of one room (E1)  has 
been excavated, because the building continues in the unexcavated area to the east. It is a rectangular room, 
2.75 m. wide.  Its interior has not been fully excavated, but a layer of rubble was found under the topsoil; a 
floor may be found further below. The finds consist of LH IIIA1/2 pottery and a fragment from an animal 
figurine (FIGURE 22g).  The most interesting feature of this room is that Drain I starts from its interior.   
Another wall, wall δ starts from the south façade of wall β and continues to the south in the unexcavated 
area, but the space defined by walls β and δ will be investigated in 2010. 

 

Figure 15:Unit E and the beginning of Drain I 
 

THE DRAINS 

One of the most interesting finds from this season was a system of drains that starts in the 
south/southeast part of the excavate d area, runs towards the north/northwest, and ends in the paved area.  
There are two main branches.   

Drain I starts from Unit E; it is a built drain, covered with large stone slabs, which runs for a total 
length of 16m, from its start in room E1 to the point it exits to the paved area in square N13a9ζ8.   For the 
first 13 m. of its course it curves towards the north, until it reaches the southwest corner of room Γ4; at that 
point it turns towards the west, passes over the ne. corner of room A3 and exits to the paved area by the 
northeast corner of room A1.   

Drain II is another massive drain that we picked up from the south baulk of trench N13a10θ1 and 
followed for a length of approximately 7 m.  Its start lies in the unexcavated area, but the drain runs towards 
the north and feeds into Drain I in square N13a9θ10.   It is built with large, flat limestone blocks, faced on 
both sides with small cobbles, and covered with large slabs of similar dimensions as those of Drain I. These 
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two drains have been built over a series of walls (T1-T4) that originally belonged to a room that remains to 
be identified; a destruction layer found between wall T1, wall T2, and drain II seems to have belonged to that 
room.  This layer contained oxidized soil, charcoal, burnt pebbles, and burnt sherds and bone, whereas an 
area of melted mudbrick existed around the south edge of wall T2.  Directly below this destruction layer  
there was a layer of dark reddish brown fill with parts of a destroyed floor, containing  poorly preserved, 
coarse, sand-tempered plaster. The floor lay on a layer of bright yellow silty soil containing bits of burnt 
bone and pottery, but the fill itself was  not burned.  

Attached to the northeast side of drain II and parallel to it runs a terracotta pipe (Figure 16), which 
will be excavated next year.  For now, we exposed it to a length of 0.90 m, from the southeast corner of 
trench N13a10θ1to the point where it stops in front of a row of small stones by the northeast façade of Drain 
II.   Drain III, in square N13a9η9 was excavated in 2008. 

 
Figure 16: The terracotta pipe next to drain II 

WALL α 

In the north side of the excavated area we investigated three trenches (N13a9ε8 and N13a9ε8ζ7 from 
2008 and the new N13a9ε7), in order to determine the extent of the spread of rubble that covers much of the 
area.  To the west and northwest the rubble seems to come to an end in squares N13a9ζ7 and N13a9ε8.  An 
unexpected discovery was that the long wall α, which had appeared to end in the rubble of square N13a9ε8, 
continues in N13a9ε7 (Figure 17).   This north section of wall α starts at a distance of 9.90 m from the end of 
the south section with the space between the two sections occupied by the rubble.   We followed wall α  to a 
length of 3 m but it continues further to the north in the unexcavated area.   This brings the total original 
length of the wall to approximately 35 m and raises questions about its function.   In its southern end, square 
N13a10ε3, the wall seems to curve towards the Cyclopean Terrace, so one possibility is that it served as a 
demarcation wall in connection with the CT Building, which  stood on that terrace (the CT Building--see 
below).   Further excavation, both to the north and to the south will establish whether this wall was 
connected to the CT Building. 

In a small pit by the north side of wall T3 were found two nearly complete kylikes and a large cup, 
all upside down, presumably fallen from higher up (Figure 19).   

The thick (0.60 m) deposit in the space defined by walls T2, T3, and T4 turned out to be a refuse 
dump, containing large quantities of broken LH IIIA1/IIIA2 vases, of which we were able to reconstruct 
some nearly complete pots, including a LH IIIA1 krater (Figure 21b).  Under this deposit (depth 2.574) and  
by the south end of wall α we found  a large pit containing vast amounts of broken pots and burned animal 
bones (Figure 18).  Οn the west side of wall T2, we found a large pithos embedded in a hard pebbly surface 
with yellow inclusions, possibly a floor (Figure 20); the pithos must have been lying on one of its sides and 
the top side was smashed again the bottom.  It was photographed but left in place, as part of it lies in the 
adjacent trench N13a9δ7, which will be excavated in the future. 
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Figure 17: Aerial view of the north extension of wall α and walls T2T4 

 

 
Figure 18: View of the pit next to wall α 

 

 
Figure 19: The kylikes and cup next to wall Τ3 

 

 
Figure 20: The pithos by wall T2 

 
Figure 21: Complete and nearlycomplete vases 
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THE CYCLOPEAN TERRACE  

A great deal of effort went this year into clearing the mound that dominated the site.  This “mound” turned 
out to be a rectangular terrace measuring 8 x 23m, with its long axis oriented southwest-northeast, 
constructed with large “Cyclopean” limestone blocks.  Over the course of the centuries it has sustained a lot 
of wear, but the heaviest damage was caused by a mechanical bulldozer that destroyed its central part in the 
1960s or 1970s.  The bulldozer opened a 7 m.-wide gap perpendicular to the long axis of the terrace; the gap 
was subsequently filled with rubble, while the blocks that originally lay there were pushed to the side and 
placed on top of the layer of topsoil that had accummulated until then on top of the blocks of the west section  
of the terrace.  Our efforts concentrated on removing first the dense vegetation that covered the structure, a 
task that required four to six workmen for almost four weeks.  Once the vegetation had been cleared, we 
lifted the loose blocks that  had been deposited by the bulldozer and cleared the layer of topsoil on which 
those blocks had ben deposited to reveal the blocks that were still in their original position  (Figure 25).    

The long side of the terrace appears to have been at least eight blocks thick.  In the north exterior façade  
three courses of regular blocks are visible above ground.  A characteristic feature of the north façade is that 
the wall forms offsets.  Two offsets, 0.20-0.30 thick, are preserved: the first is at a distance of 12 m and the 
second at a distance of 21 m from the northwest corner. Such offsets occur in Mycenaean Cyclopean 
Terraces at Pylos, Glas, and Tiryns. The west façade is 8.30 m. long and ascends towards the flat ridge in the 
south.  Only one course is visible in situ above ground, consisting of six squarish blocks, mesuring 0.60 x 
0.80.  The area in front of these walls has not been excavated and the issue of the foundation of the structure 
will be investigated next year.    

To the east of the gap opened by the bulldozer and approximately 14 m from the west end of the terrace, a 
layer of flagstones is preserved in situ, spanning the entire width of the terrace and extending over the flat 
area to the east.  The stones form a level surface extending over an area of 12 x 8 m, which may have 
functioned as the floor of a courtyard. This level is 2 m higher than the level of the ground in front of the 
northwest corner of the terrace, providing  an approximate estimate for the total height of the structure.   To 
the east and southeast the flagstones end in a layer of red, extremely hard, almost cement-like soil, which 
may have belonged to an artificially created open space (Figure 30).  Access to the level of the flagstones 
and to the rooms that existed to the south was provided by a paved ramp in the northeast end of the terrace 
(Figure 29); the ramp, which was exposed to a width of 5 m (NW.-SE.) and a length of 4 m (S.-NE.), 
ascends gently from the lower parts of the slope. 

 
Figure 24: The Cyclopean Terrace from the north/northeast 

 

 
Figure 25: The northwest corner of the Cyclopean Terrace 
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Figure 26: The western offset of the Cyclopean Terrace Wall 

 

 
Figure 27: The southwest corner of the Cyclopean Terrace and the west ends of corridor C1 and wall T1 

 

 
Figure 28: The Cyclopean Terrace from the east 

 

 
Figure 29: View of the ramp from the northeast; the paved area is visible on the left 
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Figure 30: Aerial view of the flagstones in the east part of the terrace 

 

 
Figure 31: Aerial View of the Corridor CT1 and adjacent walls 

 

 
Figure 32: The steps of the CT Building 

 

The function of the Cyclopean Terrace seems to have been to create a level surface in order to extend 
towards the north/northwest the flat area that stretches to the south of the terrace.  The combined  level 
surface of the flat area and the floor of the terrace was used for the construction of a building, which we 
called the  “CT Building”.  The sturdy construction of the northwest corner of the terrace could  be explained 
if the CT Building had two storeys, a possibility  that is reinforced by the staircase in square N14a1γ1 (see 
below).  This corner offers an unobstructed view of the valley below and the Ionian Sea and direct visual 
contact with the “Palace of Nestor” at Ano Englianos.    

Unfortunately, the part of CT Building that used to stand on top of the terrace is now for ever gone, but on 
the flat area to the south, we have started to uncover foundation walls that belonged to that building.   These 
foundation walls were found during the last days of the excavation season and, as a result, a plan of the 
building is not obvious yet.   What we do have, is a corridor running in a SW.-NE. direction (C1), created by 
wall T1a, which borders the south edge of the terrace, and  its parallel wall T1.  The corridor is 0.90-1.2 m. 
wide and is preserved to a length of 10.50 m, from the southwest end of the terrace to the point where the 
terrace was destroyed by the bulldozer.  A preliminary impression is that  the  function of the corridor was to 
lead from the lower levels to the east of the terrace up to the rooms on the flat area.   This is based on the fact 
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that several rooms exist to the south and east of this corridor.   As mentioned, these rooms appeared in the 
end of the excavation, so their identification must remain tentative.  It seems that there are at least five rooms 
(CT1-CT5).  The use of the narrow space enclosed by walls T4, T5, and T6  is unclear, but one possibility is 
that it was used as a storage space. In the space enclosed by walls T9, T10, and T11, tentatively identified as 
room CT4, there is a staircase, of which five shallow steps are preserved; the steps are made of three flat 
stones of medium size, ascending towards the south.   

The finds from all these rooms present a uniform picture: the pottery includes fine kylikes, bowls, and 
goblets, as well as storage vases, mostly of the early Mycenaean period.  The most striking finds came, 
however, from room CT 4 and the narrow space between walls T4-T6: these include several fragments of 
frescoes, decorated with figural motifs, including parts of the hand of a female figure (Figure 33d) and a 
representation of a ship with at least two male figures, of which one reclining (Figure 33a).   Notable is also 
the discovery of a piece of a clay offering table (Figure 33g).    

 

 
Figure 33: Fragments of frescoes and offering table from the CT Building 

CONCLUSION 

A preliminary assessment of the findings suggests that there are at least four architectural phases in 
the life of the settlement.   The first dates to the end of the MH period or the very beginning of the 
LH and is marked by the destruction level in squares N13a9ε2-ζ3 (pink in Figure 2).   The second 
phase (green in Figure 2) includes the CT Building and Units A and B, all of which seem to have 
been built in LH II and continued to be in use until LH IIIA1/LH IIIA2; these buildings  share the 
same orientation and appear to have belonged to the same architectural arrangement.   The third 
phase (blue in Figure 2) dates to LH IIIA1/IIIA2  and includes the Megaron-like core of Unit Γ and 
walls T2-T4 under the north extension of wall α.  The fourth phase (brown in Figure 2), probably 
LH IIIA2/IIIB,  includes the additions to Unit Γ, as well as Units  Δ and Ε, the drains, and the long 
wall α.   

On the basis of the above, some preliminary observations about the history of the site can be made, 
keeping in mind that the study of the finds is still in progress and that these observations may 
change.   Leaving aside the destruction of the late MH/early LH, the extent of which is still unclear 
and which requires further investigation, it would seem that the settlement undergoes significant 
growth during phase 2.  The monumental character and unique location of the Cyclopean Terrace 
and the CT Building, the special architectural features of this complex (paved courtyard, ramp, two 
storeys), the clay offering table, and the use of high-quality figural frescoes for  decoration testify to 
the high importance of the CT Building, and would be  compatible with a possible function of the 
building as the seat of the local rulers.  At that time, the settlement seems to have sprawled to the 
north and east of the CT Building, as indicated by Units A and B and by sporadic LH II material 
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found under later walls in many parts of the site.   At some point (which we tentatively place in LH 
IIIA1), the CT Building is destroyed, the south part of Unit A is burned, and  new buildings are 
erected (phase 3), which are subsequently modified and expanded (phase 4).  Phases 3 and 4 
represent a major change in the physical layout of the site, as  the orientation of the settlement shifts 
from sw.-ne. (phase 2) to e.-w. (phases 3 and 4).  Another interesting feature of these phases is that, 
as more area is being excavated,  the stronger the possibility emerges that these architectural units 
were parts of an elaborate building complex,  with a megaron, storage rooms, advanced drainage 
system with built stone drains and terracotta pipes, walls and floors decorated with painted plaster, 
possibly industrial installations (Unit E), and a possible demarcation wall (wall α).  This complex 
may be the same one that has been identified by our geophysical survey.  The final pages in the 
history of the settlement seem to have been written in LH IIIB, when the settlement is destroyed 
and abandoned.  Interestingly enough, we only have a handful of spots that preserve traces of 
burning, but not a site-wide destruction by fire.       

Important questions now emerge, which need to be investigated in the seasons to follow.   Was the 
CT Building indeed the seat of the local rulers? If yes, was its destruction a result of the local 
rulers’ defeat in a conflict with their powerful neighbors to the north, the rulers of Ano Englianos?    
Were the changes in the architectural organization of the site in LH IIIA1/IIIA2  the result of a 
change in administration, reflecting a possible take-over by the rulers of Ano Englianos?  Were 
Units Γ, Δ, and E  indeed parts of a large building complex and, if yes, did this  complex  replace 
the CT Building as the administrative center of the town?  The continuation of the excavation in the 
years will undoubtedly produce fresh evidence that will allow us to address these issues. The 
prospects are, indeed, exciting! 

 

 

 


